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Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania - Steven Gilboy, 2007 Stroudsburg graduate, won the third-place medal at the annual SkillsUSA Championships, which pits 5,000 high school and college students into competition in 84 different trade, technical and leadership contests.  The competition was held at the end of June in Kansas City, MO. 

To win his medal Steve competed in both hands-on and written tests.  One required him to set up a secure, wireless network and explain how he did it in the span of a half-hour.  Other timed tests challenged him to clean up after viruses, or queried his knowledge of older technology, such as the disk operating systems that were popular when he was a toddler.  

Steve's third-place finish among 68 competitors at nationals bettered his showing last year, when he finished 23rd out of 43.  Last year's experience helped him this year.  What he learned helped him to solve one puzzle during the contest. This last year at Monroe County Technical Institute and his eight months of experience working at Access part-time helped him figure it out.  "You can get taught how to do stuff in the classroom, but it makes a huge difference to have on-the-job training," Steve said. 

 

