












In Memoriam
Elizabeth H. Jakeway ’18
Kathryn Smith Cincotta ’28
Thelma E. Warrick Hoffman ’30
Mary L. Murray ’30
Prescott N. Drayton ’32
D. Bernard Pratt ’32
Emma E. Long Gazdick ’33
Margaret Dunning Cramer ’35

Peter Zaley ’35
Corona C. Buck ’36
Doris E. Imbt ’38
Esther N. O’Malley ’39
Edward John Shalkey ’44
Robert Emmet Jennings ’50
Robert J. Franks ’51
Florence Demers Banning ’52
Jack V. Morris ’54
Sherman E. Sickler ’55

Ralph C. Reifinger ’58
Frank J. Swider ’58
Carole Louise Wise Kulesa ’64
Joan M. Auten ’71
Susan Gray Argall ’73
Keith L. Kleinsmith ’75, M’76
Marcia Cullen Mikeska ’76
Jane P. Pashkoff ’78
Margaret A. Rosa ’83
Laura J. Earley ’92

Dr. Frank Dreyer Sills, president of 
East Stroudsburg State College from 
1968 to 1971, died June 30 at his home in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. He was 92.

Dr. Sills, a career educator, was 
born Dec. 14, 1914, in Lewistown, Pa. 
A lifetime of community service began 
with the Boy Scouts and continued with 
membership in the Episcopal church.

Always interested in athletics, he 
played football at Pennsylvania State 
University and graduated in 1933 with a 
major in physical education. He served 
in the Navy during World War II, rising 
to the rank of lieutenant commander.

After the service, he returned to 
Penn State, completing his master’s 
degree in 1946. Two years later, he 
received his doctorate from the State University 
of Iowa, where he taught before coming to East 
Stroudsburg in 1959 to become chairman of the 
health and physical education department.

Dr. Sills, who had seriously considered a medical 
career, was a pioneer in sports medicine, and had a 
special interest in the physiology of exercise. Known 
as an academician and researcher, he set up a Human 
Performance Laboratory with equipment that 
measured variations in performance under different 
types of exercise. Dr. Sills organized the school’s first 
graduate program, with initial classes offered toward 
master’s degrees in 1962. He was also instrumental 
in the building and design of the Koehler Fieldhouse 
before assuming the college presidency in 1968.

Although Dr. Sills’ presidency was cut short 
by failing health, his term was marked by a new 
commitment to promoting the school’s growth and 
attracting students by offering more programs and 

courses. He expanded the campus by 
enlarging the football stadium, opening 
the Hemlock Hall dormitory and 
obtaining funds for the Lenape Hall 
dorm. Among his accomplishments was 
formalizing national searches for new 
faculty and administrators who were 
specialists in their fields, and laying 
the foundation for today’s academic 
organization.

Dr. Sills’ greatest achievement 
may have been maintaining stability 
on the campus during the tumult of 
the Vietnam War era, when student 
unrest was common across the country. 
In 1970, a favorable accreditation 
evaluation praised the college for being 
“an epitome of the mainstream of 1970 

higher education” and for “coping on the whole 
successfully with the swirling currents of change.”

Dr. Sills suffered a heart attack in early 1970. He 
took a sabbatical leave the following summer, then 
asked to return to the college’s physical education 
department, where he remained on the faculty until 
retiring in 1977.

He remained in the area until moving in the late 
1980s to St. Petersburg, Fla., where he was a resident of 
the Winchester Suncoast community for many years.

He was predeceased by his wife, Marjorie, in 
1998, and is survived by son Eric of Berks County, Pa., 
daughter Angelyn of McMinnville, Tenn., and three 
grandsons. A memorial service took place July 6 at St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in St. Petersburg.‘

Memorial donations may be made to the Frank D. 
and Marjorie C. Sills Scholarship Fund, East Stroudsburg 
University Foundation, 200 Prospect St., East Stroudsburg, 
PA 18301. 

Dr. Sills, president from 1968-1971, dies at age 92
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For the latest information on these and other 
events, visit www.esualumni.org or call the 
Alumni Office at (570) 422-3533.  

August 25 
Legacy Luncheon
ESU has a proud tradition 
of academic excellence so 
it comes as no surprise that 
parents and grandparents are 
watching students follow in their higher education 
footprints.  If you are the parent or grandparent of 
a “legacy” student, join us for lunch at noon in the 
Alumni Center.  

September 15  
Warrior Fan Zone 
Football season is here and 
that means tailgating before 
every home football game. 
This one is special because it will be the first home 
game under the new lights. With the theme of 
“Carnivale” and many surprises, you don’t want to 
miss it!  

September 29  
Warrior Fan Zone
Join us for the party before 
the game with our “Tailgating 
around the World” theme.  

October 6  Homecoming 
Everyone’s favorite event!  
Casino night, Alumni Tent, 
affinity reunions, Class of ’62 
and ’77 gatherings, and much more!

October 13  
Super Soccer Saturday
Soccer alumni gather for a fantastic 
weekend!  Watch your mail and check 
the website for details.

October 27 
Warrior Fan Zone  
Join us before the game for 
the “Southwestern” tailgating theme that will include 
a chili cook-off.  

November 17 
NYC Holiday Trip
The Big Apple is the perfect city to get you into 
the holiday spirit. Travel from ESU by bus to do 
some shopping and see the Radio City Music 
Hall Christmas Spectacular. Tickets only $60 per 
person. 

November TBD  
Warrior Invasion- California
Want us to come to a backyard near 
you?  Call the Alumni Office to help 
in making arrangements for our 
gatherings in the Golden State.  

December 15  
Holiday Dinner Dance
Enjoy Poconos during the holidays at Skytop Lodge 
and Resort. Attend holiday workshops and then 
enjoy a scrumptious meal prepared by a celebrity 
guest chef and cap the evening off with dancing!  
Only $50 per person.

January TBD 
Warrior Invasion-Las Vegas  
Want us to come to a backyard 
near you?  Call the Alumni Office to 
help in making arrangements for our gatherings in 
the “Entertainment Capital of the World.”  

May 30-31 
Alumni Weekend 
If your class ends in a “3” or an “8,” plan to reunite 
with classmates for a memorable weekend. each 
class needs volunteers. If you can help, please 
contact the Alumni Office.

Other events in the making:
n Third Annual Couples’ Night
n Women’s Leadership Seminar
n Warrior Invasion: Montgomery County, Pa.
n Bucks County, Pa. n Florida n Atlanta 
n North Carolina

Mail your reservation/request to:
Ahnert Alumni Center

East Stroudsburg University
200 Prospect Street

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

Or call in your guaranteed reservation to Carleen 
at (800) 775-8975, visit www.esualumni.org 

or e-mail alumni@esu.edu

	 Upcoming Events




